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could even put forward the demand that either his name
should be publicly cleared or his case should be made the
subject of an official trial. Furthermore, he demanded the
release of those friends of his who had not yet been murdered.
The whole Papen affair in this way came, after all, to
be an embarrassment for Hitler. The cabinet met again
to deal with the Papen question. Whilst the radicals,
principally Goering and Goebbels, were for taking proceed-
ings against him, and so disabling him completely, Hitler
and General von Blomberg had another solution, another
use for Papen in mind. They could not so blandly ignore
the last wishes of Hindenburg, who was meanwhile nearing
his end. The cabinet pondered at great length what post
Papen could best be side-tracked into. They thought of
appointing him either Commissioner for the Saar, because
he had connections and large possessions there, or liaison
officer between the Government and the Church with some
resounding title. Both proposals met with the insurmount-
able opposition of the radicals.
In the meantime Papen had to remain in custody. He
was, it is true, granted greater freedom of movement, but
he was not allowed to attend the burial of his friends. He
only sent wreaths, as he had so often done for those who
had been obliged to die for him. (A small detail must
be mentioned here. The family of Dr. Klausener had
announced in Germania, Papen's paper, that the interment
of the mortal remains of their untimely dead would take
place at a certain place at a certain time. But this an- ,
nouncement had to be cancelled, because the family never
even received the body of the shot man, but only the in-
formation that it had been burnt. Those concerned could
not risk handing over the murdered corpses to relatives,
for they had mostly been so terribly mutilated.)
The decision regarding the future destiny of Papen was
only reached three weeks later, when the former Vice-
chancellor, lately prisoner of the Gestapo, was, surprisingly
enough, appointed German Envoy to Austria.         ;